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Who We Are

In 2009, scientists, leaders in industry, and environmental champions launched the 
International Seafood Sustainability Foundation (ISSF) based on shared concerns about 
the future of tuna fisheries and a desire to do something about it — together.

ISSF MISSION: To undertake and facilitate science-
based initiatives for the long-term conservation and 
sustainable use of global tuna stocks, reducing bycatch 
and promoting tuna ecosystem health.

Improve the sustainability of global tuna stocks and ecosystems 
by developing and implementing verifiable, science-based 
practices, commitments and international management 
measures.

ISSF will cooperate with and support Regional Fisheries 
Management Organizations (RFMOs), and vigorously
advocate to RFMO members.

ISSF is NOT an eco-label or a certification body. 



Our Strategic Pillars



ISSF Resources, Tools & Initiatives

Traceability is fundamental in the fight to eliminate IUU fishing & verify 
sustainability commitments for tuna fisheries… and a shared priority of ISSF, GTA 
members and TTD signatories.

• The GTA Traceability Goal requires tracking tuna products
from vessel to the final buyer.

• The WEF 2020 Tuna Traceability Declaration further details
a goal to trace product to trip dates.

• ISSF conservation measures and the compliance and audit
process can support GTA members and TTD signatories in
implementing commitments on transparency and traceability
in their tuna supply chains.

Verified Best Practices For Tuna Sustainability



ISSF Resources, Tools & Initiatives

Verified Best Practices For Tuna Sustainability

ISSF Traceability
& other Related 
Conservation
Measures

Individual & Public 
Company Compliance 
Reports & Vessel 
Accountability

Independent
Auditing of 
ISSF PCs & 
Vessels on the 
PVR



ISSF Conservation Measures



iss-foundation.org/what-we-
do/verification/conservation-measures-commitments

Verifiable implementation of science-
based, best practices to achieve 
sustainable tuna fisheries & enhance 
transparency and integrity in supply chains.

ISSF participating companies commit to:

• Comply with science-based conservation 
measures that are adopted by ISSF Board 
of Directors, and

• An independent audit by MRAG-Americas 
and have individual audit reports published

ISSF Conservation Measures



ISSF Traceability
Tuna from Vessel & Trip to Final Buyer







ISSF Conservation Measures
MRAG Audit Protocol: CM 2.1 Traceability

The MRAG audit protocol transparently details the 
requirements, means of verification and frequency of checks. 
iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/verification/audit-process



Published April 2020 re: 2019 ActivitiesAGGREGATE COMPLIANCE: CHANGE OVER TIME All Companies, March 2020

79.8%
Conformance
Reported in 2015
24 companies
21 measures

99.1%
Conformance
Reported in 2019
25 companies
27 measures

ISSF Annual Compliance Report



Online at iss-foundation.org

2020 Individual 
Company Reports
Available NOW

Aggregate Report 
Also Available 

NOW

iss-foundation.org/what-we-
do/verification/participating-company-audit-reports



ProActive Vessel Register (PVR)



ProActive Vessel Register
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ISSF PVR 'information dashboard‘
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-
tools/databases/proactive-vessel-register

• Supports responsible sourcing 

• Enhances supply chain transparency
& credibility

• Enables vessels to demonstrate active
engagement to the market

• Improves tuna fishery sustainability

• Publicly available, practical to use

• 3rd party audited (MRAG) for compliance with 
science-based, responsible fishing practices

• Provide tuna purchasers with transparent, credible 
information to support responsible sourcing decisions

• ISSF participating companies have listed all 
controlled vessels and committed to source 100%
of their large scale PS purchases from PVR vessels

• Any tuna fishing vessel may register

Tool to Promote & Incentivize Best Practices

1,300+ boats listed
a significant portion
of global tuna catch



ProActive Vessel Register
A Tool That is Growing & Growing

More than 75% of the world’s large tuna purse seine vessels listed
Tuna vessels of all gear types can join the PVR and be 
audited on compliance with science-based best practices.

January 2020 — 1,300+ vessels:
• Purse Seine: 630
• Longline: 379
• Handline: 214
• Pole &Line: 53
• Supply &Tender: 27

>80% of the ISSF Record of
Large-Scale Purse Seine Vessels
are PVR purse seine vessels.



PVR Database — Purse Seine



PVR Database — Longline
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AREAS OF DIFFERENCE:

• PVR shows vessel-level 
implementation of best 
practices that is  
independently verified.

• GR will display port entry & 
inspection/surveillance 
information & authorizations

• Vessels may register on 
PVR; GR only allows flag 
provided info.

ISSF PVR and the Global Record

• ISSF supports development of the FAO Global Record
to combat IUU fishing and support implementation of the
Port States Measures Agreement

• Significant alignment between the vessel attribute data collected and 
verified on the ISSF PVR and vessel data on the Global Record



ISSF PVR and the Global Record

➤ Consider requiring PVR registration 
of tuna fishing and support vessels

AND

➤ Advocate to flag states to register
their fishing and support vessels
on the FAO Global Record

Companies interested in the transparency & implementation 
of best practices on tuna fishing and support vessels in their 
supply chain could:
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ISSF & GDST Standard 1.0 KDEs

ISSF requested its independent auditor to review the recently launched 
Global Dialogue on Seafood Traceability (GDST) 1.0 Standard and 
benchmark it against ISSF’s Traceability & related CMs & annual 
participating company audit exercise.

• ISSF traceability exercise covers all of the baseline KDEs listed in GDST 1.0 that 
apply to tuna fisheries.

• ISSF compliance audits also require other documents, including catch certificates 
and captain's statements, transshipment declarations, supplier invoices or
fish tickets, bills of lading, production reports, and/or warehouse receipts / 
releases, and sales invoices, etc.

ISSF Conservation Measures for Traceability & Data 
Collection capture and annually verify information that 
meets or exceeds the GDST 1.0 minimum KDEs that 
apply to tuna fisheries.
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IUU and ISSF Efforts to Eliminate It



• Global Engagement:  26 companies

• Full & Associate Categories

• New Regions:  Vietnam, Philippines,
and Indonesia

ISSF Participating Companies



Buyer Policies
Incorporate ISSF Tools & Measures

Leading companies have incorporated the ISSF Conservation Measures 
and/or the ProActive Vessel Register into their public-facing policies.



• ISSF’s strategic objective is to employ science-based 
approaches and advocacy to improve global tuna fisheries to 
be capable of meeting the MSC Certification standard without 
conditions.

• ISSF is working in collaboration with the Global Tuna Alliance 
and other partners to advance the sustainability of tuna 
fisheries through credible, practical and verifiable initiatives.

• ISSF’s system of Conservation Measures & verification 
tools, including the PVR, can support GTA members and 
TTD signatories to implement their commitments on 
transparency and traceability in their tuna supply chains.

• These tools have been broadly adopted by leading players 
globally in the Market & Supply Chain.

Summary



GENERAL INFORMATION
• ISSF Website: iss-foundation.org
• ISSF 2018–2022 Strategic Plan ‘microsite’: advancingsustainabletuna.org
• ISSF Status of the Stocks (March, 2020): iss-foundation.org/about-tuna/status-of-the-stocks

ISSF CONSERVATION MEASURES, AUDIT and COMPLIANCE PROTOCOL
• ISSF Commitments and Compliance “Dashboard”: iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/verification
• List of ISSF Participating Companies: iss-foundation.org/who-we-are/participating-companies-

committees/participating-companies
• Summary of ISSF Conservation Measures:

iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/verification/conservation-measures-commitments
• MRAG Process and Protocols for Participating Company Audits:

iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/verification/audit-process
• Latest Audit Report: Aggregated Company Overview (November, 2019): iss-foundation.org/downloads/19609
• Latest Audit Report: Company-Specific (November, 2019): iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/verification/participating-

company-audit-reports/download-category/participating-company-audit-reports
• ISSA Compliance Policy: iss-foundation.org/download-monitor-demo/download-info/compliance-discipline-policy

PROACTIVE VESSEL REGISTER (PVR)
• ISSF PVR information dashboard: iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/databases/proactive-vessel-register
• PVR Audit Protocol by Gear Type (MRAG):

• Purse Seine: iss-foundation.org/downloads/17306
• Longline: iss-foundation.org/downloads/17309
• Pole & Line, Handline & Troll: iss-foundation.org/downloads/17312
• Supply & Tender Vessels: iss-foundation.org/downloads/17303

To Join the PVR: iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/databases/proactive-vessel-register/?target=join-the-pvr

Resources



iss-foundation.org Email: info@iss-foundation.org

Thank You!

http://www.iss-foundation.org

