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Why end harmful fisheries subsidies?





Two Mandates for Action

“…prohibit certain forms of fisheries subsidies that 

contribute to overcapacity and overfishing, and 

eliminate subsidies that contribute to illegal, 

unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing…”



$22 billion in harmful subsidies each year

> 53% provided 

by just six 

political entities!

Source: Sumaila et al. (2019)



Large-scale receives 81% of harmful subsidies 

Source: Schuhbauer et al. (2020)



Without government subsidies & 

low labor costs, as much as 54% of 

the present high-seas fishing 

grounds would be unprofitable at 

current fishing rates. 

Source: Sala et al. (2018)

Subsidies Artificially 

Increase Profits



Tuna fishing nations vs big subsidizers

Top 10 Tuna Fishing Nation % of harmful subsidies

Indonesia 3%

Japan 10%

PNG 0%

Chinese Taipei 3%

Spain 3%

Ecuador 0%

Korea 7%

US 5%

Kiribati n/a

Philippines 1%

31%

Source: Sumaila et al. (2019)

Source: Pew “Netting Billions” (2020)



Impact on the water of a WTO deal?

www.subsidyexplorer.org

http://www.subsidyexplorer.org/


www.subsidyexplorer.org

http://www.subsidyexplorer.org/


Risk to business?
• Environmental sustainability 

• Long-term sustainability 

• Undermines GTA efforts in other work areas: 

Social responsibility & Transparency & Traceability 

• Funds could be redirected to improve 

management

• Message: Spend smart – stop funding overfishing



Fisheries Subsidies Agreement

Overview
March 2021

Alice Tipping



Key elements of the agreement 

Scope: 

Subsidies to marine wild capture fishing and fishing related activities at sea 

Not subsidies to inland fishing, nor to aquaculture, subsidies after natural disasters 

Pillar 1:  Prohibition on subsidies to vessels/operators caught IUU fishing

Pillar 2: Prohibition on subsidies to overfished stocks 

Pillar 3: Prohibitions on subsidies to overcapacity and overfishing 

- Some subsidies (operating, capital costs) unless Members demonstrate stocks are sustainable?

- Subsidies to fishing in areas beyond national jurisdiction (under some circumstances)?

- Subsidies to re-flagged vessels? 

- Quantitative limits (caps)? 

Artisanal fishing exception? 

Special and Differential Treatment exceptions for developing country Members

Legal and Institutional Issues 



Case Study: Western Pacific Southern Longline Tuna Fishery

• Fishery is not biologically overfished but 
suffers from overcapacity. 

• Subsidies to distant water fishing fleets 
appear to be important in enabling existing 
capacity in the fishery. 

• Reducing subsidies to distant water fleets 
could, with other measures, help to make 
fishing by Pacific Island fleets more 
economic.


